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| 1. CHAIRMAN'’S INTRODUCTION

Welcome to this the second Annual Report of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum. Over the
last year the Forum has continued to develop and mature. | hope that you find reading this
report interesting and enlightening.

Again most of the Forum’s work has centred around he Countryside and Rights of Way
Act and in particular the implementation of Open Access for recreation on foot. In our area
the Upper North West dedication is now due for May 2005. The Yorkshire Dales National
Park Authority has been working hard to ensure smooth implementation, with the Forum
being consulted and advising on a wide range of matters, which we have welcomed. For
some Open Access is a dream that has been hard won, whilst for others there are still very
real and understandable concerns. | hope the Forum is capable of understanding all these
feelings and issues, especially as we start the challenging role of advising on long term
exclusion and restriction applications.

Work has now started on the drawing up of Rights of Way Improvement Plans by both
Cumbria and North Yorkshire County Councils, with the Forum represented and giving its
views on the various working groups and parties. This will become a major area of work for
us in the next year and it is part of our responsibility to ensure that a balanced Yorkshire
Dales perspective is included in these county-wide plans.

The next year will see the Forum expanding its role further, looking at issues relating to all
aspects of recreational access within the Yorkshire Dales. This will mean making our voice
heard by pointing out opportunities, highlighting concerns and challenging decisions.

Public attendance at our meetings continues to grow and we have welcomed the issues
raised by members of the public during the last year. If you have a matter that you feel we
should address please bring it to my attention through the Access Development Officer of
the National Park Authority.

In all of this we will continue to maintain our independent but friendly relationship with our
Appointing Authority the Yorkshire Dales National Park. Their officers have worked
tirelessly in the last year to support us. In particular 1 would like to thank Kathryn
Beardmore and Rachel Mozley who have provided the lead officer support and secretariat
that has ensured the smooth running of this Forum.

The major strength in any Local Access Forum is its members and we are lucky to have
such a strong well balanced Forum with such a wide range of experience and knowledge
to draw upon. Our members have been appointed as individuals with a keen love and
interest in the Yorkshire Dales, rather than as specific representatives of land-owning or
recreational organisations. Their breadth of expertise is our key strength and | would like to
conclude by thanking them for their work, support, time and dedication over the last year.

Jon Beavan
Chairman



| 2 THE YORKSHIRE DALES ACCESS FORUM

2.1 The Role of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum

It is the function of Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, in respect to the Yorkshire Dales
National Park, to advise -

(a) Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (as the appointing authority), and the local
highway authority for any part of the area,

(b) any bodies exercising functions under CRoW Act Part 1 in relation to land in that area,

(c) such other bodies as may be prescribed.

as tothe improvement of public access to land for the purposes of open air
recreation and the enjoyment of the area, and as to such other matters as may be
prescribed. (CRoW Act s94(4)).

In consequence of the above the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum may comment on any
aspect of the management of local access undertaken.

For example:

advise the National Park Authority on any long term restrictions or exclusions on
access land in its area;

advise the National Park Authority on how public access to land in its area should
be managed so as to reduce the impact of access on agriculture, conservation or
land management, or to reduce the risk to public safety;

advise on the means by which information to the public on access land, including
restrictions and opportunities should be provided;

make representations to the Planning Inspectorate during the course of any appeal
brought by a person with a legal interest in the land; and

advise the Secretary of State for Defence on any proposed restrictions on access
on military training lands.

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum may be requested to provide advice on:

strategies or plans incorporating recreation and access which set rights of way and
open access in a broad context, integrating provision for access, all forms of open
air recreation to land and water, and transport, tourism, health and public
information for example the Integrated Access Strategy for the Yorkshire Dales
National Park, and the Cumbria Countryside Access Strategy;

the extent to which fair provision is made for all current and potential users, and
reflects the needs of local people and businesses; and the co-ordinated use of
resources to provide and manage integrated recreation and access, and the
dissemination of information to interested groups and the wider public.

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum is a statutory consultee on the Rights of Way Improvement
Plans being produced by Cumbria and North Yorkshire County Councils for the Yorkshire
Dales National Park.



3. WHO ARE THE FORUM?

3.1 Members and representation
The Forum has been constituted so that:
It is a balanced group, which avoids being dominated by single interests.
It is representative of all interests, including; recreation use, land management,

nature conservation, tourism, business, transport and access for all.

Many members have secondary interests as well as the primary interest for which they
were appointed.

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum on site visit to Arten Gill



The Members of the Forum during the period 1 January 2004 — 1 January 2005 were:

NAME AREA OF INTEREST INTEREST DETAIL
Michael Bartholomew Users Walking, cycling, bird watching and camping.
Mark Sandamas Users Outdoor Recreation (especially cycling), health and safety and health.
Philip Woodyer® Users Caving, Outdoor learning, mountaineering, climbing, kayaking, mountain biking, and access
for people with disabilities.
David Gibson® Users Walking, local archaeology, Access for All and woodland management.
Geoff Wilson® Users Motorcycling, walking, physical geography and recreation management in sensitive areas.
Jane Uzzell® Users Horse-riding, wildlife conservation and local business.
Margaret Thomas® Users Walking, nature conservation, recreation management.
Jon Beavan Users/Other Interests Caving, walking, climbing, mountain biking, conservation, photography and local business.
Graeme Hall® Owners and Occupiers | Dales farming, walking and conservation.
John Sayer Owners and Occupiers | Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (Craven District Council) and Dales Farming.
Ben Heyes Owners and Occupiers | Land management, in particular management of moorland.

Roger Harrison-Topham

Owners and Occupiers

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (North Yorkshire County Council) and Dales farming.

Richard Spensley

Owners and Occupiers

Dales farming, archaeology, game keeping and nature conservation.

Richard Johnson®

Owners and Occupiers

Land management, in particular management of moorland.

Bill Foster® Owners and Occupiers | Dales farming, nature and heritage conservation.

Veronica Boulton Other Interests Tourism, public transport, walking, access for people with disabilities and conservation.
Wilf Fenten® Other Interests Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (Parish Councils) and nature conservation.
Gerald Light Other Interests Nature conservation, bird watching and walking.

Anne Purbrick®

Other Interests

Volunteering, walking and climbing.

John Goss (Co-opted
member)

Other Interests

Access for people with disabilities, air rifle shooting and 4x4 driving.

Adrian Pickles®

Other Interests

Education and outdoor recreation.

Andrew Mackay”

Other Interests

Heritage, archaeology, natural history and outdoor recreation.

At the end of December 2004, six members of the Forum completed their 2 year term of office (%). In addition, three members resigned before
completing their term (). At the end of December 2004, an appointment procedure took place to recruit new members. All those at the end of
their term re-applied to be on the Forum and were successfully reappointed for a further three years. Additionally, three new members were

appointed (*) for a three year term of office.




3.2 Observers and advisers to the Forum

The Forum invites observers with relevant expertise to observe and participate, where

necessary, in meetings.

Forum:

Rob Terwey

Phil Broomhead

Angela Flowers

Gill Dixon

Harry Tabiner
David Slater
Lynne Evans
Heather Kennedy

Jon Avison

Kathryn Beardmore

Alan Hulme

3.3 Secretariat

The following representatives are invited to meetings of the
Countryside Integrated Access Planning Officer, Cumbria
County Council

Group Engineer for Development and Control, North Yorkshire
County Council

Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan Officer, North
Yorkshire County Council

Chief Executive, Craven District Council

Chief Executive, Richmondshire District Council
Access Officer, English Nature

Countryside Agency

Principal Recreation Officer, Environment Agency

Head of Park Management, Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority

Access and Recreation Manager Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority

Ranger Services Manager

The National Park Authority provides the secretariat to the Forum:

The main point of contact for enquiries relating to the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum is
Rachel Mozley, Access Development Officer, Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.



| 4. WHAT'S HAPPENED IN THIS LAST YEAR (JANUARY 2004 — MARCH 2005)? |

4.1 Chairman of the Forum.

The Forum re-appointed Jon Beavan as Chairman and Benedict Heyes as Vice-Chairman
at its first meeting of the year on 2 March 2004.

4.2 Formal meetings of the Forum

Four formal meetings have been held during this period. The dates and venues of these
were:

2 March 2004 at the Maypole Inn, Long Preston.

29 June 2004 at the People’s Hall, Sedbergh.

7 September 2004 at the Dales Countryside Museum, Hawes.
2 November 2004 at Craven District Council, Skipton.

The locations of the meetings have varied between the different areas of the national park.
The agenda items have included:

Access for All.

The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority and its corporate planning process.

Green Lanes.

» DEFRA consultation on the use of mechanically propelled vehicles on rights
of way.

» Experimental Traffic Regulation Orders.

Sustainable tourism initiatives.

Public transport position statement.

Rights of way improvement plans.

Cumbria Access Strategy.

Yorkshire Dales Integrated Access Strategy.

The role of the Forum.

CROW Act Part 1

DEFRA consultation on Section 42 of the CROW Act.

Yorkshire Dales National Park signage strategy.

Wardening and bylaws.

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority communications plan.

Open access in the Peak District National Park.

Closures and restrictions

VVVYVYY

Minutes, agendas and advance information are available for inspection from the
Secretariat. Minutes and the agenda of the most recent meeting are available on
the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum website at www.YDAF.org.uk




4.3  Training and development
Three training events have been held for forum members during the reporting period:

On 29 June 2004, Forum Members met with the Pennine Bridleway Project Officer,
Gareth Evans, to look at the works being carried out on the Arten Gill section of the
Pennine Bridleway.

On 19 August 2004, Members of the Forum looked at some of the issues
surrounding vehicular use of green lanes.

On 4 February 2005, Steve Jenkinson facilitated a training event on the functions
and role of the Forum.

4.4 Main Activities of the Forum.

At the March meeting, it was agreed to form a separate working group to look at how to
deal with long term restrictions under Part 1 of the CROW Act. The group met twice in the
reporting year.

Some Members of the Forum have attended meetings as a formal representative of the
Forum. These meetings have included work on the Cumbria Access Strategy and the
North Yorkshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

The Forum have responded to various consultations issued by DEFRA. For example,
DEFRA Consultation on Section 42 of the CROW Act — The Forum agreed that regulations
should be made in relation to the mines and quarries act. Responses to these consultations
can be obtained from the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority.

At the September meeting of the Forum, North Yorkshire County Council Officers
facilitated a workshop on the Rights of Way Improvement Plan for North Yorkshire.

4.5  Advice of the Forum to the Authority

The Access for All sub-group presented a paper to be used by the National Park Authority,
as the Forum’s advice on issues, to be included in the production of an Access for All
strategy.

With respect to byelaws, all members agreed that they were not needed for the
management of open access in the Yorkshire Dales at the present time.
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4.6 Formal Consultation
The Forum has been formally consulted on the following strategy documents:

Integrated Access Strategy for the Yorkshire Dales National Park
Cumbria Countryside Access Strategy

As well as applications where the National Park Authority was minded to make a direction
of greater than six months to restrict or exclude public access under part 1 of the CROW

Act. These were located at:

Holgates Pasture, Kilnsey Moor
Wood End, Hubberholme

:i Open Access Website - Microsoft Internet Fxplorer
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Bafare giving a directon to restrct CROW a0ass in the long-term [that Mo restrictions b viaw
i5, fior owar & morths or indefinicely], the releyant authority must publsh
or 3 website 3 consutation notice @ving details of tha proposad
direction, and proride Hhe publc with an oopprtunity Eo commant,

Tha following long-berm diredtions are currantdy wnder considaration, IF n
vyou wish to submit any comments pkease do so by cidiing on a case link
and using the comment form provided.

For furthar datails of a speofic case, contact the Open Access Contad:
Centre ak openacessfrountrysids. gay.ul: or on 0945 100 32043,

In consultation
Lancashire Local docess Forum
Czz 417016 Erdx: 1170272005

Horthumbedand Mat Park B Countryzide Joink LaF

; 20041700 Ends i 290042005
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Casm: 2004020155 Ends 1 1100202005 Sty (;:‘:i ";GDI' :
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Case: 2004110252 Erdx: 1B/ 2005 o
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Public consultation is undertaken through the open access website shown above.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

1 January 2004 — 31 March
2005

Set up costs
Stationary and presentation

Equipment 85.45
Books and publications 27.00
Computer Hardware 609.00
Computer Software 431.00
Total 1152.45

Members' expenses:

Travel Allowance 2393.02
Subsistence 44.20
Miscellaneous 101.58
Total 2538.80
Meetings

Advertising 2319.14
Venue Hire 231.00
Catering 873.00
Total 3423.14
Recruitment

Advertising 4050.20
Venue Hire 80.00
Total 4130.20
Training 1007.00
Annual Report

Printing 450.00
Total 450.00
Total Expenditure 12701.59
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APPENDIX 1 MEMBERS - WHO’S ON THE YORKSHIRE DALES ACCESS FORUM?
JANUARY 2005 - JANUARY 2006

MICHAEL BARTHOLOMEW

From: Otley Appointment Ends: January 2007
Telephone: 01943 468459 E-mail: bart.otley@virgin.net
Background

Michael Bartholomew is a retired university lecturer. He is a member of the Cyclists
Touring Club, the Ramblers Association the Yorkshire Dales Society and is also the
chairman of the Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Alliance. His interests include cycling,
walking, bird watching and camping.

Area of Representation

Walking and cycling.

JON BEAVAN - CHAIR

From: Austwick Appointment Ends: January 2006
Telephone: 015242 51021 E-mail: info@dalesbridge.co.uk
Background

Jon Beavan is the proprietor and manager of the Dalesbridge Centre in Austwick. He is a
member of the Settle Chamber of Trade, the Settle-Carlisle Business Liaison Group, the
Federation of Small Businesses, British Cave Research Association and the Northern
Cave Club. Jon is also an active member of the Cave Rescue Organisation. His interests
include caving, walking, climbing, mountain biking, conservation and photography.

Area of Representation

Outdoor recreation (especially caving and climbing) and local business

VERONICA BOULTON

From: Leeds Appointment Ends: January 2007
Telephone: 0113 2672929 E-mail: Veronica.Boulton@lineone.net
Background

Veronica Boulton has strong links with the Youth Hostels Association. Her interests include
tourism, walking, access for people with disabilities, public transport and conservation.

Area of Representation

Tourism and public transport.
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WILF FENTEN (YDNPA MEMBER)

From: Selside Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 01729 860313 E-mail: wilf.fenten@btinternet.com
Background

Wilf Fenten works from home as a technical translator. He has been a parish councillor in
Hortor-in-Ribblesdale since 1994 and was appointed as a Member of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park Authority in 1996. He is a Quaker and a member of Settle Meeting, and his
interests include all aspects of sustainability and sensitive environmental management. He
is a keen walker and keeps a few sheep.

Area of Representation

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (Parish Councils) and nature conservation.

BILL FOSTER

From: Kettlewell Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 01756 761028 E-mail: josephine.f@tesco.net
Background

Bill Foster is a retired farmer having lived and farmed at Kilnsey and Kettlewell all of his
life. He is the owner of the Skirfare Bridge Dales Barn. Bill also has an interest in nature
and heritage conservation.

Area of Representation

Dales Farming

DAVID GIBSON

From: Carnforth Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 015242 61942 E-mail: david-margaret@kepphouse.fsnet.co.uk
Background

David Gibson has been a member of the Ramblers Association for over 20 years. As a
result of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, David is the chair of the West
Riding Ramblers Association Access Committee, Access Officer for Craven Group and
Footpath Officer for Craven outside the Dales NP. David also has an interest in local
archaeology, Access for All and woodland management.

Area of Representation

Walking
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JOHN GOSS (CO-OPTED MEMBER)

From: Boroughbridge
Telephone: 01423 323123 E-mail: john@gossonline.co.uk

Background

John Goss is a retired manager and shop owner. He is chairman of Harrogate and District
Access Group and a member of Harrogate Borough Council's Disability Discrimination
Act.1995 Committee. John also provides advice on disabilities to the Harrogate Hospital
Trust and Yorkshire Water. His interests include air rifle shooting and recreational 4x4
driving.

Area of Representation

Access for people with disabilities.

GRAEME HALL

From: Conistone, Skipton Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 01756 752140

Background
Graeme Hall is a hill farmer, landowner and tenant from Conistone. He is treasurer for
Conistone Moor Gait-holders. Other than farming, his interests include walking,

conservation and rugby.

Area of Representation

Dales farming

ROGER HARRISON-TOPHAM (YDNPA MEMBER)

From: Coverdale Appointment Ends: January 2006
Telephone: 01969 640632 E-mail: cllr.r.harrisontopham@btinternet.com
Background

Roger Harrison-Topham is a member of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority and
represents the Middle Dales Division on North Yorkshire County Council. He is a retired
financial adviser to companies and governments and a smallholder on a Coverdale hill
farm.

Area of Representation

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (North Yorkshire County Council), smallholder.
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BEN HEYES - VICE CHAIR

From: Bolton Abbey Appointment Ends: January 2006
Telephone: 01756 718000 E-mail: estateoffice@boltonabbey.com
Background

Ben Heyes is the land agent for the Trustees of Chatsworth Settlements at Bolton Abbey
Estate, with extensive experience of combining moorland management with access for the
public. He is Hon Secretary and chairs the River Wharfe Anglers Association and
represents the Trustees as a member of the Moorland Association.

Area of Representation

Land management, in particular management of moorland.

RICHARD JOHNSON

From: Carperby Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 01969 667000 E-mail: johnsons.hawes@dial.pipex.com
Background

Richard Johnson has been a qualified Solicitor for 33 years and practices in Hawes. He
also owns and manages Stags Fell grouse moor, which is part of Abbotside Common
where he is Chairman and Secretary of the Conservators. His main interests lie in
restoration and conservation of heather moorland.

Area of Representation

Land Management

GERALD LIGHT

From: Threshfield Appointment Ends: January 2006
Telephone: 01756 753720 E-mail: gerald@light.charitydays.co.uk
Background

Gerald Light is a retired manager for Royal Mail from Settle. He currently does voluntary
conservation work for the British Trust for Ornithology, Plantlife, English Nature and
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. Gerald is a member of the Upper Wharfedale Field Society, the
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and the Fell and Rock Climbing Club. His
interests include conservation work, bird watching and walking.

Area of Representation

Nature conservation
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ADRIAN PICKLES

From: Settle Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 01729 830331 E-mail: Picklestev@aol.com
Background

Since 2000, Adrian Pickles has been Head of Centre at the Field Studies Council, Malham
Tarn Centre. He works closely with the National Trust, English Nature and in the local
community and also teaches students of all ages about their natural and human heritage.
Adrian is an active member of Settle Harriers, Airienteers Orienteering Club and the
Institute for Outdoor Learning.

Area of Representation

Field studies and education.

ANNE PURBRICK

From: Richmond Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 01748 811970 E-mail: a.purbrick@btcv.org.uk
Background

Anne Purbrick has worked for the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) since
2001 and is now the Project Officer for North Yorkshire, organising a wide range of
practical conservation tasks. Anne is also a keen walker and climber.

Area of Interest

Volunteering

MARK SANDAMAS

From: Barnoldswick Appointment Ends: January 2007
Telephone: 01282 814738 E-mail: mark@sandamas.vispa.com
Background

Mark Sandamas is a freelance consultant in event management, PR and health promotion.
He is a member of the Cyclists Touring Club, the Fell Runners Association and the Youth
Hostels Association. His interests include walking, mountain biking, tourism, health and
safety, health, running, climbing and camping.

Area of Representation

Outdoor recreation (especially cycling), health & safety and health.
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JOHN SAYER (YDNPA MEMBER)

From: Arncliffe Appointment Ends: January 2007
Telephone: 01756 770209 E-mail: jsarncliffe@littondale.com
Background

John Sayer is a retired farmer who has farmed at Arncliffe for over 30 years. He has
served on the MAFF Regional Panel and the Farm Advisory Committee of MAFF's
Redesdale Experimental Husbandry Farm. He has also been a member of the Minister of
Agriculture's Hill Farming Advisory Committee.

Area of Representation

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (Craven District Council) and dales farming.

RICHARD SPENSLEY

From: Castle Bolton Appointment Ends: January 2007
Telephone: 01969 622398 E-mail: rmslivestock@fwi.co.uk
Background

Richard Spensley is a retired farmer and landowner and has played an active role in the
National Sheep Association for many years. Other than farming, his interests include
archaeology, game keeping, and nature conservation.

Area of Representation

Dales farming

GEOFF WILSON

From: Lazonby Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 01768 898584 E-mail: GeoffMoto@aol.com
Background

Geoff Wilson practised as an electrical engineer and was CEO of the governing body for
UK motorcycle sport. He now works part time on practical upland footpath management.

A past Chairman of the Motoring Organisations Land Access and Recreation Association
(LARA) Geoff is also a member of the Lake District National Park Authority’s Trall
Management Advisory Group, and a Member of the Lake District Local Access Forum. He
is a parish councillor, Chairman of the Cumbria Rights of Way Liaison Group and a
member of the Countryside Agency’s Discovering Lost Ways Advisory Group. His interests
include motorcycling, walking, physical geography and recreation management in sensitive
areas.

Area of Representation

Outdoor recreation (including trail-riding and recreational 4x4-driving).
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PHILIP WOODYER

From: Preston-under-Scar Appointment Ends: January 2008
Telephone: 01969 650432 E-mail: lowmill@gofree.co.uk
Background

Philip Woodyer is the Head of Centre at Low Mill Outdoor Centre. He is a parish councillor
and a member of the Institute for Outdoor Learning. Philip is also a member of the National
Caving Association and attends the Northern Panel of the Local Cave Leaders Training
and Assessment Scheme. His interests include caving, outdoor learning, mountaineering,
climbing, kayaking, mountain-biking and access for people with disabilities.

Area of Representation

Outdoor education and recreation (especially caving and climbing).
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APPENDIX 2 ATTENDANCE OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE FORUM AT FORUM MEETINGS HELD IN PUBLIC BETWEEN JANUARY

2004 AND MARCH 2005
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| APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OF MEMBERS EXPENSES

MEMBER TRAVEL (£) SUBSISTENCE (£) Miscellaneous (£)
Michael Bartholomew 520.13 4.00 -
Jon Beavan 344.36 - 94.98
Veronica Boulton 89.73 40.20 -
Wilf Fenten 25.22 - -
Bill Foster - - -
David Gibson* 78.83 - -
John Goss 281.30 - -
Graeme Hall - - -
Roger Harrison-Topham - - -
Ben Heyes - - -
Richard Johnson - - -
Gerald Light - - -
Andrew Mackay” 28.13 - -
Adrian Pickles* 26.68 - 6.60
Anne Purbrick* 32.50 - -
Mark Sandamas 97.49 - -
John Sayer - - -
Richard Spensley - - -
Margaret Thomas” 201.28 - -
Jane Uzzell” 355.51 - -
Geoff Wilson 311.86 - -
Phil Woodyer - - -

TOTAL 2393.02 44.20 101.58

Note: Members marked * took up appointment on 1 January 2005.
Members marked + resigned during this period.

21




